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Prees C.E School
Our Mission Statement
Christian values are the foundation upon which
Prees C. E. School is built.
St Chad’s church is at the heart of our school and
the wider community.
The cross of St Chad symbolises our link through
the ages to the Cathedral of our Lichfield Diocese.
We are committed to promoting Christian values
such as love, peace, forgiveness and self-control, to
enable our children to develop into the people they
are meant to be.

Believe and Achieve

Dear Parents,
The aim of this prospectus is to share with you the philosophy, values, life and work of Prees C.E. Primary
School which is a Church of England, primary co-educational establishment and part of Fields Multi Academy
Trust.
We are very proud that our latest Ofsted Report, December 2012, which judged our school to be Good with some
elements of Outstanding. The full report is available to download from our website.
The years which your child spends in primary education are extremely important and as a school we are very
concerned for the well-being, happiness and development of the children in our care.
At Prees, we firmly believe in encouraging and appreciating the pupils’ best efforts in all aspects of school. We
aim to provide an atmosphere where children feel secure in an interesting, stimulating environment and provide
a balanced curriculum with a wide range of learning opportunities for all children to help them grow and develop
into independent and responsible people, ready to make their contribution, in a rapidly changing world.
We have high expectations of the quality of work, effort and conduct of the children. We set great importance
on children becoming independent, self motivated individuals, who are able to make choices in their daily lives.
As a Church school we aim to provide our children with opportunities to reflect and to develop their own ideas
about faith, based around Christian values. We teach that a strong set of personal values form the foundation for
decisions for life. We have strong links with St Chad’s Church and other faith organisations in our area.
At Prees School we understand the vital importance of a close working partnership with parents and look
forward to working together to make the learning journey a happy and successful one for your child and your
family. To this end we ask you and your child to sign the ‘Home School agreement’, enclosed with this pack to
cement our partnership.
Welcome to our school family!
Yours sincerely,

Miss Nicola Brayford
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Headteacher

Miss N Brayford

Deputy Headteachers

Mr M Parry

EYFS

F1

Mrs D Owens/ Mrs Gittins

F2

Mrs C Edwards/Mrs J Johnson;
Mrs K Partington

Year 1

Mr J Edwards

Year 2

Mrs R Johnson

Year 3

Mrs A Smout/Mrs K Partington

Year 4

Mr M Parry

Year 5

Mrs H Rose

Year 6

Mrs S Jackson

SENCo

Mrs H Rose

PIPS Playgroup

Mrs B Haycocks Mrs T Williams

School Administrator

Mrs J Knight

Learning Mentor/Family Outreach Mrs S Powell
Key Workers
Mrs E Tune

Mrs A Coles (PE specialist)

Mrs C Wignall

Miss E Walton

Mrs V Taylor

Mrs S Millman

Mrs C Parkes

Mrs S Davies

Wrap Around Child care Miss E Walton
Mrs B Haycocks
Mrs S Hancocks
Kitchen Staff
Cook In Charge

Mrs C Evans

Mrs D Grocott

Mrs J Smith

Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants
Mrs S Allison-Smith
Cleaning staff

Mrs E Smith

Miss S Bullough Ms M Beresford
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School Governors
Co-opted Governor

Parish Cllr B Finch

Foundation Governor

Mrs M Jones (Chair)
Mrs B Hodges

Parent Governors

Mrs L Sowry
Vacancy

Staff Governor

Mr M Parry (Deputy Head)

Headteacher

Miss Brayford

Director representative

Rev Paul Wignall

'The purpose of our school is to educate all its pupils to maximise individual potential which means offering an
environment and curriculum which is right for each child.
The Governing Body meets regularly to support and challenge the school on a variety of matters as diverse as
Safeguarding, Health and Safety and Teaching & Learning.
The annual School Development Plan identifies the aims of our school with a particular emphasis on School
Improvement. The targets for this are formulated by staff and governors following careful tracking and
self- evaluation. Progress towards our school improvement targets are regularly reviewed by sub committees
taking particular responsibility for one of the target priorities. In this way the Head, Staff and Governors, in
partnership with parents and pupils work together as we strive towards excellence for all members of our school
community.
Chair of Governors
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Learning through the ages
As a primary school with Early Years provision, we educate children aged from 2 to 11 covering the Foundation
Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
Early Years Foundation Stage Unit (PIPs, Nursery and Reception children aged 2-5 years)
The EYFS makes a crucial contribution to children’s early development and learning. We provide children with
a rich variety of teaching and learning experiences matched to developmental needs rather than age. EYFS is
about developing key learning skills such as listening, speaking, concentrating, persistence and learning to work
and co-operate with others.
The seven areas of learning that make up the Foundation Stage Curriculum are divided into three prime areas
and four specific areas. The prime areas are Personal, Social & Emotional development, Communication &
Language and Physical development. The specific areas are Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the world
and Expressive arts and design.
The outdoor environment is also a special part of the Foundation Stage curriculum. As such it is carefully
planned for and available each day.
Key Stage 1 (ages 5-7) Years 1 and 2
Key Stage 2 (ages 8-11) Years 3 – 6
The core curriculum at Key Stages 1 and 2 comprises:
✶ English
✶ Mathematics
✶ Science
✶ Computing
* RE
Children also study the subjects below as part of the National Curriculum.
These are studied as part of a theme or topic, following a skills based
programme of study.
✶ Art and Design
✶ Design Technology (DT)
✶ History
✶ Geography
✶ Music
✶ Physical Education
✶ Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
✶ FL(In Key Stage 2)
Special Educational Needs & Disability
SEND policy meets the requirements of the SEND code of practice, and is part of a regular cycle of review.
The SEND governor ensures an overview of practice and reports to the governing body in order that the needs
of all pupils are fully met and they are fully included in the life of the school. Full details of our policy and practice can be obtained from the SEND Information Report on our website.
Our last local authority SEND monitoring graded the school as ‘good’ stating:






The school makes appropriate use of delegated and devolved SEND funding in addition to funding from
the school budget to fully meet the needs of pupils with SEND.
The SENCo s have a good overview and understanding of all the SEND pupils and their needs.
There is an experienced group of support staff who, through a range of roles are providing valuable
support and interventions for pupils.
A clear provision map providing an overview of support an intervention is in place with clear
accountability of progress.
SEND/inclusive practice has received very good support within the school and the work is central to
whole school planning and development. The monitoring, planning and evaluation of progress including
the SEND groups is, and will continue to be, an important feature of self evaluation of the school.
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Religious Education
Non-denominational Religious Education is provide for all children as part of the curriculum and is in accordance with the Locally Agreed County Religious Education syllabus, building on the values introduced during
worship time. This is an important part of the school day when we meet together as a community. It is a time
when we place emphasis on the development of Christian values and attitudes towards each other and the world
around us. Parents have the right to withdraw their children from religious education and collective worship
should they so wish. If parents do not wish their child to be taught the agreed syllabus or take part in short acts
of collective worship then they should inform us in writing. Their child can then be excused and suitable
alternative arrangements made.
The School
Prees CE Primary School has a long and interesting history covering some 170 years. The building itself, was
originally founded by the church and has seen many additions over the years.
Currently we have approximately 160 children in main school and a nursery unit.
The present school building comprises of six light and airy classrooms, two demountable classrooms linked to
the main building, a large hall for P.E. and dining, Nurture room, library, general purpose room, meeting room,
cloakrooms, toilet areas, administration offices and staffroom. We are also very fortunate to have an extensive
playground area with security fencing and a quiet wooded area for reflection and a field regularly used for a
range of sporting and social events.
In addition we offer:
✶ Wireless internet access across the whole school with laptops accessible by all pupils
✶ Interactive whiteboards in all teaching rooms
✶ Disabled toilets and showers
✶ Two large practical areas used for cooking and large art projects
✶ Environmental area
✶ Library
Equalities & Inclusion
Prees Primary School strives to fulfil the requirements of the Equalities Act 2010 by eliminating discrimination
both direct and indirect and by promoting equality of opportunity— race, religion, belief, disability, gender,
sexual orientation and community cohesion. We are an equal opportunities employer. For full details please
refer to the Equality Plan on our website.

“Teaching is good, and an increasing
amount is outstanding”. Ofsted 2012
“Pupils behave well and feel safe.
They respect each other and visitors
to the school”. Ofsted 2012
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Everyday Life at Prees Primary
School begins at 8.45am when doors are opened and staff are on hand to meet and greet children and parents.
No child should be on the premises, unaccompanied before 8.40am as they are unsupervised. However we do
offer a Breakfast club from 8.00am for an additional charge.
Break time is from 10:30am.
Lunch is from 12.00 for KS1 and 12.10pm for KS2.
The afternoon sessions finish at 3:10pm for all children. It is essential that we have a list of people to whom
you have given permission to collect your child from school. Wrap Around child care club begins at the end of
school with activities and clubs. Parents may book their child for hourly slots into this club, for which there is
an additional charge.
School Meals
Our kitchen on the school site provides freshly cooked school meals and snacks which are nutritionally
balanced. The children can also choose to bring packed lunches if they wish, however these do need to be
healthy and must not include sweets or any drinks in cans or glass bottles as we are a Healthy School. The
children all eat together in the main hall.
Money
Currently all children in Reception class, Year 1 and 2 receive Universal Free School Meals funded centrally
from the Government. We assume children will take up the meal unless parents choose to opt out.
However children in Nursery/ PIPS and KS2 may purchase a meal; lunches cost £2.20. Lunches may be
ordered and paid for weekly or half termly in advance by cheques made payable to ’Fields Multi Academy
Trust’. Money brought into school should always be in a clearly named envelope indicating the reason for
payment. Children of parents on income support may be entitled to a free meal.
Internal Mail
Each class has a ‘mail’ envelope folder into which we ask children to place all communications, trip money
reply slips indeed anything for the office, at the beginning of the day. This gives the children some
responsibility and independence and means that the office staff can deal with things all in one place and time.
Any return communications are placed into the class envelope and returned at the end of the day.
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School Uniform
Uniform is worn at Prees CE Primary to develop a sense of pride in being a member of the Prees School
Community and parents are asked to support us by ensuring that it is worn. The children are proud of their
uniform and it gives them a sense of identity and belonging.
Our uniform consists of:
White Shirt, White Blouse or White Polo Shirt
Navy Blue 'V' Neck Sweater or Navy Blue Cardigan
School Grey Trousers (long or short) or Grey Skirt or Pinafore Dress
Black or Grey Shoes or sandals for the summer months (no trainers please)
Blue and White Dresses for Summer
Most of the above items, plus the PE kit may be purchased from any children’s clothing store; however items bearing the
school logo are available for sale from Whitchurch Sports.
Physical education requires special clothing for indoor and outdoor use.
For indoor P.E:
Tee shirt in House colour and navy shorts and optional pair of black 'pumps' (not training shoes.)
For outdoor games in Key Stage 2, track suit and training shoes are advisable as the school field is used for these
sessions.
All the children swim during the year and will need an appropriate costume and towel.
Hairstyling
All shoulder length/long hair must be tied back using scrunchie or bobble. We request that patterns are not
shaved into the head as this is inappropriate for school.
Jewellery
Jewellery must not be worn to school. If your child has pierced ears, small studs are permitted, however these
must be removed by the child for PE. Children who wear watches must take full responsibility for them.
Personal belongings
Children may not bring valuable personal items to school, as staff cannot be held responsible for them. Children
are expected to take responsibility for their own school equipment, which must be named. Mobile phones for
pupils are not allowed in school.
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Learning at Prees Primary
Curriculum
Staff work incredibly hard to ensure the children at Prees receive a broad, balanced and stimulating curriculum
which engages them and challenges their learning. Each year group studies three different topics across the
year and individual subjects are woven into the topic to create memorable learning experiences and ensure
robust academic achievement. Independent learning weeks allow for children to develop an area of interest
and to apply skills that they have learnt in class.
Inclusive Provision
Within each class, work is differentiated to suit the needs of the individual child. The school operates under
the new Code of Practice, September 2014, for the identification and assessment of Special Educational Needs.
Once a difficulty is identified provision is made to meet that need and progress is carefully monitored. At later
stages the class teacher and SENCo may receive support from outside agencies. Parents are fully consulted and
encouraged to actively participate at all stages. For further details please see the SEND Information Report on
our website
The building has excellent access for the disabled, as well as a toilet and shower for the use of disabled people.
Relationship and Sex Education
Sex education is taught in year 5 and 6 as a discrete subject and as part of the science curriculum. Parents are
informed of the contents and are invited to view the teaching materials used. Parents have a right to withdraw
their children from sex education, after discussion with the class teacher.
Home learning
Children throughout the school are encouraged to read at home for at least ten minutes on a daily basis and to
have their reading log signed. Each term class teachers publish Curriculum news sheets which contain home
learning ideas and projects to complement and enrich the learning that is happening in class on a daily basis.
Each year group’s Curriculum Objectives are published on the website along with addition explanation of how
parents can support their child’s learning eg with learnt spelling patterns etc. Children that complete projects
or home learning are invited to bring them into school and share them with the class and to present their work
to others. Regular homework is set and sent home via a Homelinks book.
Educational Visits
Visits play an essential role in our work and take place on a regular basis. These vary from places in the
locality for instance the church, to residential visits for years 5 and 6. Due to the cost of entrance and transport
costs, we do have ask for contributions towards the costs and trips can only go ahead if they are financially
viable. (see charging policy)
Extra Curricular Clubs
At Prees Primary we are able to offer a wide range of activities beyond the school day through our Wrap
Around child care.
During the last academic year activities have included:
Football Club coaching, Drama Club,, KS2 Tag Rugby, Seekers, church activity club, Netball, Cooking, and Ju
Jitsu. We have also had a number of sporting successes with our Netball, Football, Cross Country and Tag
Rugby teams who take part in inter school events.
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Wrap Around Child Care
Playgroup in Prees School (PIPS)
The playgroup takes over from where Nursery ends and begins with lunch at 12 noon. It caters for mainly 3 and
4 year olds although we do offer a limited number of “Two for You” places. Up to 15 hours of state funding may
be used either in Nursery or PIPS but any additional hours are paid for PIPS places. PIPS is run by Mrs B
Haycocks and Mrs T Williams.
School Council
Two elected representatives from each class regularly attend meetings held to discuss items on the agenda
drawn up from suggestions made by the children themselves about key issues affecting them in school. Minutes
are written and issues discussed with the relevant member of staff.
Charities
As a school who teach and uphold Christian values we encourage our children to think of others and to be
‘Children Helping children’. The school chooses charities to support throughout the school year. We also
support national charity events as a whole school.
Medicines
Only medicines prescribed by a doctor for four times daily can be administered by staff, following your written
consent. No other medicine should be brought into school.
If your child is an asthmatic, named inhalers should be kept in school and are managed by Mrs Taylor.
Behaviour
We take great pride in the behaviour of our pupils. By emphasising our core Christian values, such as respect
and tolerance, the school aims to praise positive behaviour, attitude and effort and to increase children’s
awareness of the need to make a positive contribution to their community. Any issues concerning negative
behaviours will be discussed with parents and carers by the class teacher. Copies of our ‘Behaviour Policy’ are
available from the school office or downloaded from the website.

“Pupils say they really like coming to school and feel safe there. Attendance and
punctuality are good reflecting the pupil’s feelings”. Ofsted 2012
“There are no good or bad people; just people who made bad choices” (Former Year 5
pupil)
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Partnership with Parents
Home and school
At Prees Primary School we value and appreciate the important role you have to play in supporting your child
and developing a positive attitude to school and learning. We offer a wide range of opportunities for parents to
actively participate in supporting their children in school. These include:
✶ Open afternoons – two or three times a year parents are invited into school to have a look around their child’s
classroom and to work with their children.
✶ Parent/teacher consultations – this is an opportunity to find out how your child is doing in school. These
take place in the autumn and summer terms.
✶ Annual School Report- these are sent home at the end of the spring term and they include details of your
child’s progress to date together with targets for the summer term for further progression.
* Termly report cards– Targets and ‘next steps’
✶ School Newsletter – Prees School Matters Each week an electronic school newsletter is sent out to all parents
including notices for upcoming events and a summary of events that have taken place that week. Paper copies
are also available.
*School website– this is regularly updated with Curriculum and policy information as well as calendar news
and celebrations of the children’s successes. An essential reference point: www.prees.shropshire.sch.uk
✶ Curriculum Workshops – These are organised on an ad-hoc basis linked to areas that we are focusing on in
the School Development Plan.
✶ Curriculum News and Home Learning Suggestions – Information and ideas of ways you can support your
child.
*Parentmail is used to send e-mail communications, newsletters and text messages. Please complete a data
collection form to be included in this.
Parental Involvement
Our parents are keen and enthusiastic supporters of the school and often volunteer to help at or organise a fund
raising event. New for 2015 is the Prees School Fun run. We also welcome volunteers who give much
appreciated help throughout the year with projects, trips and reading groups.
Attendance
To paraphrase a well known advertising slogan “you have to be in it to win it” Regular attendance is vital to ensure
continuity of learning. Occasionally absence is unavoidable due to illness. Good attendance is rewarded and
celebrated. Holidays in term time are discouraged and certainly are not authorised. They are disruptive and
children miss large chunks of learning. In the case of illness or unavoidable absence, please ensure that you have
informed the office by 9.00am. In this way we can be sure that all those who should be safely in school, have
arrived.
Child Protection and Safeguarding
The school aims to help parents understand that the school, like all others, has a duty to safeguard and promote
the welfare of all pupils. The school may need to share information and work in partnership with partnership
with other agencies when there are concerns about a pupil’s welfare. Our safeguarding at school all refer to
Keeping Children Safe in Education.
Policies and Procedures
At Prees we are very mindful of our responsibilities to our families and the children who are entrusted into our
care. Therefore we have extensive policies and procedures to ensure that we are a fair and inclusive school.
There is insufficient space here to outline all the details however all of the following are available in school
should you wish to view them:









Equalities Plan—encompassing Equal Opportunities, Accessibility and Equality of
Race, Gender, Disability, Religion and
Sex.
Behaviour Policy
Safeguarding
Health and Safety
Child Protection
Complaints Policy and Procedure
Special Educational Needs
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Admissions
In year admissions are handled through school, please contact the school office for the admissions procedure.
However, if your child is starting school in the reception class for the first time, applications should be made
online via the Shropshire Council website. Please see our website www.prees.shropshire.sch.uk for a link to
the admissions page for your convenience.
The school serves a predominantly rural area with children from the local village of Prees as well as from
Higher Heath and surrounding areas. Many of the children from the outlying villages are provided with
transport organised by the L.A.* Also, some children come from other villages and towns, outside the
school's designated area, and parents transport them to and from school.
* A pupil is entitled to free transport if:
- they are living 2 miles or more from the designated school for the area (distances are measured over the
shortest pedestrian route)
or
they need to travel along or cross roads to the designated school which have been classified as being
hazardous by the L.A.
Secondary Transfer
Prees sits in the middle of the catchment area for two Secondary Schools, Sir John Talbot Technology
College in Whitchurch and Thomas Adams’ School in Wem. We also have had children who have
attained places at Newport Girls’ High School and Adams’ Grammar in Newport or chosen to apply
for Bishop Heber School, the Kings’ School, Chester or Ellesmere College.
We have very good working relationships with all of these schools and work hard to ensure a smooth
transition for all our pupils, wherever they choose to attend.

11

Results at Prees CE Primary School
At the end of Year 2 (KS1) and Year 6
(KS2) children have to take statutory
tests set by the government (SATs),
the results of which are opposite. The
results at our school do vary from year
to year, as each cohort of children is
unique and vary considerably in
ability which is reflected in the results
And finally
We would be delighted to welcome
you on a visit to our fantastic school.
Simply phone the office to arrange a
convenient time.
All schools are very different and
choosing the right one for your child
is not an easy task. We wish you
every success in finding the school
that best suits your child’s unique personality, interests and learning needs

Key Stage 2 Results
2017
Prees CE Primary
Reading

90%

Spelling, Punctuation
and Grammar

80%

Writing

95%

Maths

95%

Achieving all three:
R,W,M

90%

Nationally (source DfE
website)
71.5%
76.9%
76.3%
74.9%
61.1%

“...pupils are very much encouraged to think for themselves,
and activities are practical and relevant , helping to support
problem-solving skills.” Ofsted 2012
Contact Us:
Prees CE Primary School
Cross End
Prees, Whitchurch
SY13 2ER
Tel: 01948 840209
E mail: admin@prees.shropshire.sch.uk
www.prees.shropshire.sch.uk
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